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Special Winter Fundraiser 
 

An art print was donated to the Friends this summer 
and since it is a winter scene, the Friends’ Board de-
cided to raffle it off now—in winter! Makes sense… 
 
Entitled “Winter at Nobska” by local artist Doug 
Brega, this print is now on display in front of the li-
brary’s Circulation Desk. It is a signed, limited edi-
tion, framed print. Chances cost $5 each with the win-
ner being drawn at the Friends’ annual Chocolate 
Sampling event on February 8th. Good luck! 

Annual Chocolate Sampling Event 

On Saturday, February 8th, the aroma of chocolate 

will pervade the library stacks! Once again, the 

Friends’ Board members will be supplying tasty, 

tempting chocolate treats for you to enjoy. Cakes, 

cookies, cupcakes, candy and chocolate fondue are 

planned, as well as other chocolate desserts!  

Inside this issue: 
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News from Adult Services   pg. 3 

Legislative Breakfast info   pg. 4 

Come between 1—3 p.m. Show your membership 

card and get in free! Others are welcome to attend 

but they will be charged a $2 fee at the door. So 

come and celebrate Valentine’s Day early. Bring 

your sweetheart. This event is our way of thanking 

the general membership for their yearly support,  

support that lets us help with funding, mainly for 

library programming. See you there! Yum... 
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Reading Recommendations from the Library Director 

by Layla Johnston, Library Director  

Take a Cookbook Adventure to Faraway Lands and Interesting Places! 

Are you ready for a new adventure in 2020? Check out a few of these new cookbooks for an exciting culinary 

trip around the world! Faraway lands and interesting new flavors will spice up your new year, available from 

the library to your kitchen. Which new recipe is your family’s favorite? Let us know the next time you stop by 

the library! 

Maangchi’s Big Book of Korean Cooking: From Everyday Meals to Celebration Cuisine. From the chef 

the New York Times called “the Korean Julia Child.” Maangchi provides recipes for all of your favorite Kore-

an classics! 

Call number 641.5951 SHU 

Food of the Italian South by Katie Par la. Featur ing recipes from the regions of 

Basilicata, Calabria, Campania, Molise, and Puglia, this new cookbook offers fresh 

takes on such classics as Pizz e Foje (polenta with wild greens), Frittata ai Fiori 

(frittata with spring flowers), and Casatiello (Easter bread).  

Call number 641.5945 PAR 

The Turkish Cookbook by Musa Dagdeviren. From the leading author ity on Turkey's unique food tra-

ditions, Musa Dagdeviren. This is the definitive cookbook of hearty, healthy Turkish cuisine, as seen on the 

Netflix docuseries Chef's Table. 

Call number 641.5956 DAG 

Madhur Jaffrey's Instantly Indian Cookbook by Jeffrey Madhur . Called the queen of Indian cooking 

by Saveur Magazine, here she shares inviting, easy-to-follow recipes, some entirely new, others reworked 

from her classic cookbooks, for preparing delicious Indian food in an Instant Pot.  

Call number 641.5954 JAF 

 

Children’s Chatter  

by Michele Lemire, Children’s Librarian  

 The Children’s Department had a busy Fall 2019. We had over 150 programs with over 2,500 people partici-
pating in them. We started up with weekly story times and monthly book groups. Monthly visits from Cassie, 
a Reading Therapy Dog, Yoga with Ms. Jane, Move with Me a movement class for 2-3 year olds, and Grow 
Play Learn. a reading program sponsored by Pathways for  Parents for  children bir th to 5 year  old were 
very well attended. Our biweekly Chess classes by Michael Gray and our monthly Creative Writing Workshop 
with Marie Tucker have been extremely popular and will continue in 2020. We introduced a new program 
called Music with Mr. Liam. It is a monthly music and movement program for children 2 years of age and up. 

The Children’s Department also maintained its strong partner-
ship with the Mom’s Club of East Longmeadow. Through win-
ter fund-raising events, the Mom’s Club helps provide funds 
for special children’s programs at the library. We also hosted 
our annual Giving Tree, collecting toys and toiletries from our 
generous patrons, to benefit over 125 children at New Begin-
nings, a homeless shelter for families in Holyoke, MA.  



 

The beginning of 2020 is also busy. Winter Storytimes started; seven different story times meet each week, 
serving approximately 100 children. Chess Club, visits from Cassie, the Reading Therapy Dog, and six differ-
ent monthly book groups continue to attract excellent participation.  

  
On a special note, the Annual Boston Bruins PJ Drive will be taking place again this year from 
February 1 – March 15. The Children’s Department will spearhead our 6th year of participation; 
donations of new children’s pajamas will be collected and subsequently donated to children in 
need in our area through DCF, the Department of Children and Families. To raise awareness of 
the project, the ELPL library staff will get in the spirit with a Wear-Pajamas-to-Work day on Feb-
ruary 1. We will be having a special Bruins PJ story night on February 19 with stories and crafts. 
  
As always, thank you to the Friends of the Library for the continued critical support of our Chil-

dren’s Department through its fundraising and volunteering.   
 

News from Adult Services 

by Maura Mara, Adult Services Librarian 

The library continues to provide popular programming for adults and teens. This past fall, we brought in two 

chefs who did cooking demonstrations and talks on healthy eating.  We also had a special October talk on 

Haunted New England and a beautiful Renaissance Winter concert.   

Thanks to the Friends, the library is able to show recently released movies on DVD in the library every month. 

These are well attended programs, perfect for a Friday afternoon.  Join us in February for two showings: on 

February 7th The Goldfinch and on February 14th JUDY. 

The Great Decisions discussion group on U.S. foreign policy will start its fifth year at the library on February 

4th. A new facilitator Teresa Murphy, an international studies professional, will be leading the eight sessions. 

Topics for this year include Climate Change, India and Pakistan, and Human Trafficking. Check our website 

for more dates and topics. Great Decisions is funded by the Anastasia N. Manitsas Memorial Speaker Fund. 

Other programs to look for in the spring include: 

*Odiyana Kadampa Buddhist Center on February 15th doing a program on Meditation.   

*A talk on wildlife cameras capturing wildlife in their natural habitat on March 9th . 

*A one woman portrayal of Susan B. Anthony in celebration of the 100th Anniversary of the 19th Amendment, 

on March 23rd.  

*Learn, Laugh and Let Go with yoga instructor Robert Rivest on April 14th. 

Several craft programs for tweens, teens and adults each month. 

Thank you for the tremendous support of the Friends so we can bring educational and 

entertaining programming to our community. 
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Seasonal Fundraisers—update     

Congratulations to the following folks who were lucky enough to win a basket in our recent fundraisers. 

From the Halloween raffle: Karen Meader, Carol Nystrom, Jane Powell, Cathy Kennedy,  

Patrice MacArthur, Siham Kazi, LuAnn Gillis, Diana Fisher, Steve Katz. 

From the Winter raffle: Ben Scanton, Karen Noone, Katherine Hogan, Andrea Gray, Jane 

Pickles, Pauline Geraci, Anne Fancy, Margaret Breslin, Ann Pennell, Carol Nystrom, Siham 

Kazi, Nanci Lemire, Sarah Marble, Laura Palmer, Jud Pooler. 

Recycled baskets: 

So, our basket fundraising chair (Andrea Gray) has asked me to ask you (the winners), do you want the basket 

that your winning items came in? If you have no use for it, you can recycle it at the library for someone else to 

fill it for the next fundraiser! This request applies to anyone. Unwanted, unused baskets, but in good shape, 

consider donating them to the library the next time you visit. Please leave your basket at the Circulation Desk. 

Thanks. 

Next basket fundraiser: 

The “Spring Baskets & Beyond” fundraiser will begin in April. This event showcases our 

largest collection of  donated baskets, making it our most profitable fundraiser. Just in 

time for the library’s summer wishlists! If you would like to donate to this event, please 

let Andrea Gray know of your interest (413-525-4985). 

 

Library Legislative Breakfasts 2020 

Western Mass. Library Advocates announce three dates for this year’s Legislative Breakfasts with our area 

politicians. Show your support for library funding! 
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Friday, February 21, 7:30 am—9:00 am 

Breakfast for Senator Jo Comerford’s District 

Leverett Library 

75 Montague Rd. Leverett, MA 01054 

Contact: Director Natane Halasz  413-548-9220 

Friday, February 14, 8:00 am—10:00 am 

Breakfast in former Senator Humason’s District 

Holyoke Public Library 

250 Chestnut St., Holyoke MA  01040 

Contact: Nancy Kocsmiersky  413-420-8109 

Friday, March 6, 9:00 am—10:30 am 

Breakfast for Senators Eric Lesser & James Welch’s Districts 

East Forest Park Branch, Springfield City Library 

136 Surrey Road, Springfield, MA  01118 

Contact: Jean Canosa-Albano  413-263-6828 x291 



New Museum Pass  

The Friends has purchased a new museum pass, this time to MassMoCA. Located on 87 Marshall St. in North 

Adams, MA, this museum pass admits up to 2 adults and 2 children (under 16) per visit to its exhibitions and 

galleries. 

Also, the following passes are available to borrow: 

 Children’s Museum in Holyoke (1/2 price per guest) 

 Eric Carle Museum of Picture Book Art (free for 2 adults and up to 4 children) 

 Historic Deerfield (free for 4 guests) 

 Mystic Aquarium (save $4 per person) 

 Norman Rockwell Museum (save $5 on adult admission) 

 Smith College Museum of Art (free for 8 persons of the same address) 

 Vintage Radio & Communications Museum (free for 4 guests) 

 Wisteriahurst (free for 2 at the museum) 

 Zoo in Forest Park & Education Center (free admission for 5 guests) 

 

Museum passes are funded by the Friends and are available to patrons of the East Longmeadow Pub-
lic Library.  Some of these passes allow free admission and others allow discounted admission.  The number of 
adults and children admitted varies from pass to pass. 
  
To borrow a museum pass, patrons must have a library card or a CWMARS library card in good standing (no 

billed items or fines over $10.00).  Passes can be checked out for 3 days and are not renewable.  Late fees for 

museum passes are $1.00 per day.  Passes cannot be reserved.  They are available on a first-come, first-serve 

basis. 

 

Welcome to our new Friends’ Board members! 

We are pleased to let you know that three library supporters have 

stepped up to join our Board. Maggie Tucker, Betty MacLeod and 

Michelle O’Heir have been voted in as part of our Friends’ Board and 

we are delighted to have them. With new people come new ideas! If 

you know these ladies, please wish them well in their service for sup-

porting the library. 
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Are your membership dues up to date? You now can go to the Friends’ website and pay 

your membership dues on-line! Check it out.  Either go to the library’s website and 

click on the Friends’ tab or type in the following:  https://foelpl.wixsite.com/

friendsellibrary 
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FOELPL  

60 Center Square, Suite 2  

East Longmeadow, MA  

 

2020 Calendar of Events  

 

Library Hours: 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

9:30 a.m.—8:00 p.m. 

Thursday 

Friday 

9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

Saturday 

9:30 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 

Library Website: 

www.eastlongmeadow 

library.org 

Library telephone: 

525-5400 x8 

 

February 3 Friends Board Meeting 

  7:00 p.m. 

  Conference Room 

February 8 Chocolate Sampling 

  1—3 pm 

  Community Room 

February 8 Winner drawn for the Doug 

  Brega Art Print 

March 2  Friends Board Meeting 

  7:00 p.m. 

  Conference Room 

April 6  Friends Board Meeting 

  7:00 p.m. 

  Conference Room 

 

April 8  Spring Baskets & Beyond 

  fundraiser begins 

May 4  Friends Annual Meeting 

  7:00 p.m. 

  Conference Room 

May 6  Winners drawn for  

  fundraiser  

 

 

Editor: Laura Palmer 

 


